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critical and comprehensive presentation of probate law and prac- 
tice. His volume is the outcome of "an attempt to collate, class- 
ify and exhibit the rules that characterize and govern the Ameri- 
can Probate Courts and their peculiar methods of procedure." 
The work is broad and comprehensive and covers the entire 
domain of Probate Law Practice, and contains numerous refer- 
ences to statutory enactments, adjudications, and valuable judicial 
utterances bearing upon the subject. The author brings into 
prominence the fundamental principles of the law and shows with 
great perspicuity the modifications and amplifications that they 
are constantly undergoing. His statements of these principles are 
amply supported by citations from acknowledged authorities, and 
frequently by very full excerpts from the opinions of judges of 
courts of last resort, — the author modestly preferring that the reader 
should have the exact words of the court rather than his own para- 
phrasing. All the steps by which a decedent's estate passes by 
probate procedure into the hands of the legal beneficiaries, are 
clearly and forcibly discussed, together with the judicial interpre- 
tation of the statutes which regulate this procedure. The vol- 
ume bears every evidence of discriminating and scholarly research, 
of critical analysis and of logical presentation. It is characterized 
by great lucidity of expression and cannot but prove of value to 
the profession. For the purpose of furnishing a rational guide to 
members of the bench and bar of jurisdictions that have not 
adopted specific practice regulations for their probate courts, the 
author has inserted at the close of the book the different sections 
of the codes of civil procedure of the States of New York and Cal- 
ifornia, that relate to probate practice. 

The Study of Cases. A course of Instruction in Reading and 
Stating Reported Cases, Composing Head Notes and Briefs, Criti- 
cising and Comparing Authorities, and Compiling Digests. By 
Eugene Wambaugh, LL.D., Professor of Law in Harvard Uni- 
versity. Second edition Student's Series. Cloth, $2.50 net; 
sheep, $3 net. Little, Brown & Co., Boston, 1894. 

The title page as given above, and the author's prefatory 
statement that "the aim of this volume is to teach students the 
methods by which lawyers detect dicta and determine the perti- 
nence and weight of reported cases," convey a very clear idea of 
the purpose and scope of this little volume. The first part of the 
book is devoted to an examination and a critical analysis of the 
essential features of every well-reported case, and the method of 
determining its true doctrine. The value of a precedent, and the 
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means of ascertaining whether a case is a precedent for a given 
doctrine, are clearly discussed; also the weight to be given dicta, 
and the method of distinguishing between it and the propositions 
of law involved in the opinion of a judge. The value of learning 
how to examine cases for the purpose of sweeping away antago- 
nistic, and of reconciling conflicting opinions, is fully brought out 
in a chapter entitled ' ' How to Criticise Cases. " The entire work 
is designed to show the correct way to discover, summarize, com- 
bine, attack, support and otherwise utilize reported cases. For 
the purpose of giving the student training in this work, the second 
part of the book contains seventeen carefully selected cases, 
arranged in order of their difficulty, for him to practice upon. 

Cases for Analysis. By Eugene Wambaugh, LL. D. Cloth, $3 
net. Little, Brown & Co., 1894. 

This volume, containing some ninety cases on contracts and 
torts, has been prepared by the author to supplement his text- 
book on "How to Study Cases," mentioned above. Its purpose 
is to give the student a larger number of carefully selected cases 
to analyze, criticise, and digest, and to thus thoroughly train and 
familiarize himself with the proper method of using authorities. 
The cases appear to be well chosen and might be used with 
advantage to supplement the student's study of contracts and torts. 

A Review in Law and Equity for Law Students. Together with a 
Summary of the Rules Regulating Admission to Practice Through- 
out the United States. By George E. Gardner, of the Mass. Bar. 
300 pp. Price, $2.75 net. Baker, Voorhis & Co., New York, 1895. 

This book will be welcomed by that large class of students 
who have acquired their legal knowledge from a study of elabo- 
rate and exhaustive treatises on the principal subjects of law and 
who, as they approach their bar examination, desire a hasty 
review of the various subjects for the purpose of crystallizing their 
diffuse and oftimes hazy ideas. The author has reviewed clearly 
and briefly the entire field of law and equity, and his book, con- 
taining a concise statement of the leading principles of each, is an 
epitome of the best text-books in use in our various law schools. 
The subject of Real Property, one of the most difficult to master, 
though treated with brevity, is nevertheless very clearly presented. 
The various estates are carefully defined, and then illustrated by 
well selected examples which materially aid the student in com- 
prehending the technical differences of each. The chapter on 
Quasi Contracts, a subject of increasing importance and one 
which many text-books overlook entirely, deserves especial men- 



